
At this time all Masses, 

(Weekdays and Sundays), 

together with other public 

liturgies are cancelled as 

directed by the Catholic 

Bishops of Victoria. 
 

Mass streamed live each day 
from St Patrick’s Cathedral at 

1pm;  www.cam.org.au/
cathedral 

This information will be 
updated to the Archdiocesan 
website as it comes to hand:  

https://www.cam.org.au 
 

Mass for You at Home is 
telecast on Channel Ten each 

Sunday and can also be 
watched on the internet: 

www.mfya.com 
 

La S. Messa in italiano 
trasmessa da Padre Antonio 

Fregolent (Mt. Pritchard NSW) 
ogni Domenica alle 9.00am 
stazione radio Rete Italia 

1539AM. 
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     Monsignor Greg Bennet 
     Tel:     9380 4789 
     Fax:     9380 2464 
 

Address: 183 Hope Street 
West Brunswick  3055 
 

Email: 
brunswickwest@cam.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary: 
     Enza Cannizzo 
     Tel:  9380 4789 
 

School Principal: 
     Matthew Davey 
     Tel:  9385 9800 
 

Parish Council President 
     Brian Doyle 
 

Parish Office Hours 
     Tuesday - Friday 
     9.30am-4.30pm 

28/29 March 2020          5th Sunday of Lent—Year A 

  NEWSLETTER OF ST. JOSEPH’S, WEST BRUNSWICK 
WELCOME 

 
 

Dear Parishioners 
 
What a time we are living in! 
 

You will be aware of the further restrictions now in place across the State of Victoria and Australia. 
We feel disconnected from our spiritual home at St Joseph’s. Be assured each of you and your 
intentions are held before the Lord each day with a fervent prayer that we remain united despite social-
distancing. It is clear from regular updates from Archbishop Comensoli we will not resume normal 
liturgical life for some time. The forthcoming celebration of the Easter Triduum will also be affected. 
 

This week I celebrated the funeral of Lucy Piccoli. Lucy was a long term and loved parishioner of  
St Joseph’s, who sadly died following a short period of terminal illness. Lucy’s funeral was the first 
celebrated since the new directives have been in place. A small group of family and friends gathered to 
pray for her in our beautiful Church. The funeral was simple, yet very beautiful. A niece, an 
accomplished violinist, beamed in via Skype from the USA and played a favourite piece of Lucy’s by 
Puccini – time and distance became one. While it was not possible for others to be with us, we were 
united in the mystery of God who knows no bounds of place or time. May Lucy rest gently in God’s 
eternal embrace. 
 

St Joseph’s school children finished Term I on Monday. The teachers and staff remained at work in 
anticipation and preparation for a new way of on-line learning for Term II should this be required. It 
has been such an unsettling time for families and the parish school community; no doubt children 
being at home for a longer period places further demands each day.  Our principal Matthew Davey has 
been conscious to keep everyone informed and I thank him for his leadership. 
 

The Archdiocese has released General Guidelines – COVID 19 which have been uploaded to the 
school website www.sjbwick.catholic.edu.au under Our Parish. The Guidelines outline how parishes 
and clergy are to operate during this period. Clearly this period of community isolation determines that 
Masses, sacraments, communal prayer gatherings, faith education and other plans are on hold until 
further notice. 
 

Please be assured we will do everything we can at St Joseph’s to attend the seriously ill and dying. We 
will work with families and funeral directors in planning prayerful, dignified and simple services for 
their loved ones. I am offering Mass each day, so if you would to record a recent death or anniversary, 
please speak with Enza. 
 

A number of parishioners have kindly dropped their Thanksgiving Envelopes and donations to the 
parish. They have expressed their concern for the financial stability of the parish, especially our 
recurrent expenses and my personal care. We appreciate this is a financially challenging time for some. 
If you have the capacity to forward your contribution to the parish we would be grateful.  
 

This Sunday’s Gospel from St John invites us to enter the home of Martha and Mary who are grieving 
the death of their brother Lazarus. It is a home where Jesus was made welcome, anointed, fed and 
nurtured. Upon arriving at the place where Lazarus lay, we are told, “Jesus wept” – the shortest 
sentence in the Gospels. Those following are asked to “roll the stone” away from the tomb; they 
protest, yet Jesus reveals the promise of the Father and sees what we cannot imagine. Jesus prays 
seeking the outpouring of the Father’s love. He calls Lazarus and he emerges bound with the bandages 
of death. As Lazarus emerged with restored life, Jesus turns towards his death which will lead to 
eternal life. The life to which Lazarus is restored is temporary, yet the promise of Jesus’ death is 
eternal life.  
 

As we walk these days of Lent and process all that is going on at this time, perhaps we might ponder 
how we can welcome Jesus into our homes and lives in new and imaginative ways? We may think 
about those “stones” which are placed across our hearts, like the tomb in the gospel, which prevent us 
from experiencing the life on offer to us?  
 

Let us listen to the voice of Jesus who calls to us and weeps with us at this time. As a parish 
community let us yearn for the day of promise when we can be together at St Joseph’s and sing of the 
love which illumines the darkness. 
 
Fr Greg 
 
 
(Monsignor) Greg Bennet PP 



Praying the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
at Home 

 

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT — YEAR A 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation that 
is faithless.  From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 

For you, O God, are my strength. 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean 
to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to 
the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And 
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle 
you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have 
said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Ps 129.  R v. 7 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Jn 11:25-26 

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 37:12-14 

SECOND READING:  Romans 8:8-11 

R: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,  Lord, hear my 
voice!  O let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
pleading.  (R) 

 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who would 
survive?  But with you is found forgiveness:  for this we 
revere you.  (R) 

 

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his word.  
My soul is longing for the Lord more than watchman 
for daybreak.  (R) 

 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption, Israel indeed he will redeem from all its 
iniquity.  (R) 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be 
pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the                
unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made 
his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ 
you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is 
because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself 
because you have been justified; and if the  Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised 
Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies 
through his Spirit living in you.  

The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is 
ill’. On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end 
not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will 
be glorified’.  Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet 
when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two 
more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea’.  
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four 
days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them 
over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she 
went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said 
to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, 
but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant 
you’. ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, 
‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day’. Jesus 
said:  ‘I am the resurrection.  If anyone believes in me, even though 
he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?’  ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe 
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come 
into this world.’  
 
Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the 
heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see’.  
Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But 
there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind 
man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, 
Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the 
opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away’. Martha said to him, 
‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day’. Jesus replied, 
‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of 
God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes 
and said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed 
that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who 
stand round me,  so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! 
Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with 
bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free’.  Many of the Jews who had come to 
visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him.  

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  I am the 
resurrection and the life, says the Lord:  whoever believes in me 

will not die for ever.  Glory and praise to you, Lord  Jesus Christ! 

GOSPEL:  John 11:1-45  (short version) 

  

Please note ‘General Guidelines’ - COVID-19 Implications and other related information can be found at 
the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne website:  www.melbournecatholic.org.au 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     
 

Leader We join with the ancient peoples in the belief in the mercy of God. With  that confidence we bring our  

 petitions to God: 
  
 For all leaders as they navigate the current health crisis:   
 may compassionate wisdom guide their care of all people.   
 Merciful God, hear us.  Response:  Merciful God, hear our prayer 

  
 For all people of faith:   
 may their sense of the presence of God deepen during this time.   
 Merciful God, hear us.  Response:  Merciful God, hear our prayer 
  
 For those who are alone:  
 may they find strength in the knowledge that their God is always with them.   
 Merciful God, hear us.   Response:  Merciful God, hear our prayer 
  
 For all who suffer, and those present with them and most particularly all those affected by the Coronavirus:   
 may the sick be healed, the dying comforted and caregivers be renewed in spirit. Merciful God, hear us. 

 Response:  Merciful God, hear our prayer 
  
 For those who have died recently,  Br. Noel Hannabery SDB, Lucy Piccoli and Terry Pixton: may they share in 

the fullness of life in Christ.   
 Merciful God, hear us. Response:  Merciful God, hear our prayer 

Leader: Loving God, you share the sadness and joy of our lives. Hear our petitions and give us courageous hearts. We 

ask this through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  

A PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH 
 
 

St Joseph our Patron Saint and Pilgrim Guide, 

walk with us as a community of faith at West Brunswick. 

You are the Saint of Dreams, the one who welcomed the gift of your Son,  

with Mary Our Mother.  

Saint ever faithful, saint of integrity, show us the way to walk in your steps 

with hearts full of trust, openness and hospitality. 

In our moments of fear, anxiety and worry lead us to stillness 

as we ponder the gift you received in the Eternal Word, Christ Jesus. 
 

At this uncertain and anxious time for us, and all our brothers and sisters of the world,  

we ask you to intercede for us, together with Mary Our Mother, that we will walk in the way of peace,  

build communion with one another and remain united through the gift of prayer. 
 

Hold close to your Son, all those who are sick, alone and afraid.  

Strengthen our doctors, health and aged care workers,  

as they strive to bring comfort and healing to those in their care. 

Guide those entrusted with the wellbeing and common good of our nation  

with wisdom, justice and mindfulness of the most marginalized among us. 

 

St Joseph, pray for us! 

Praying the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
at Home 



 
 

453 Victoria St 
Brunswick West 

3055 

 
9078 9133 

479 Victoria Street 
West Brunswick  Vic  3055 

www.ralphguastellamotors.com.au        PH: 9387 7460 

Servicing your car with care …. 

 Confident to learn each day 

Your child can develop essential maths and English  
skills with Kumon.  Contact your local Kumon Centre  
to hear how we can support your child’s learning. 
 

Kumon Brunswick Education Centre 
Barkly Square Shopping Centre 

Tanya 0413 943 955   kumonbrunswick@outlook.com 
 

http://au.kumonglobal.com 

 

 

email: sales@asianholidays.com.au 
phone: 9386-4644 

 

Gigi Kalong 

Managing Director 

 

Your Local PC Repairman 

Home or Business—PC Repairs, Sales and Service 
Repairs Servicing and upgrades done onsite 

(wherever possible) 
Call:  0419 888 586  or  9386 1196 

415-417 Victoria Street Brunswick Vic 3056 
Tel: 9381 2200   Fax: 9381 2201 
Email:  admin@victoriafunerals.com.au 
Web:    www.victoriafunerals.com.au 

 71 MELVILLE ROAD, BRUNSWICK WEST 
 

9381 1585 
 

POSTMISTRESS.COM.AU                      EAT@POSTMISTRESS.COM.AU                      

       Postmistress 

Italian Eatery 

 Mulqueen Funeral Services 
 

  825 Sydney Road, North Coburg  3058 
 

  Phone: 9354 3215          Fax: 9354 3618 
 

  Incorporating: Provinciale Servizio Funebre Italiano 

‘We’ve always been there.    We always will be’ 

  

 

email: sales@asianholidays.com.au 
phone: 9386-4644 

 

Gigi Kalong 

Managing Director 

 

9384 1100 
 

- 24 HOURS - 
 

155 MELVILLE ROAD 
WEST BRUNSWICK 3055 

Tawonga is a 10-year-old girl, living with 
a disability. She lives in a village in 
northern Malawi in a region plagued by 
food insecurity and poverty. For most of 
her life, her parents have struggled to put 
meals on the table. Tawonga often had 
to miss school because she was too sick 
from hunger. The family also faced 
discrimination in their community due to 
her disability. Since participating in a 
Caritas Australia supported program, 
Tawonga’s life has transformed. Her 
family now grows enough food to provide 
three meals a day, ending the struggle of 
malnutrition, and helping her thrive at 
school.  You can donate through Parish 

boxes and envelopes, by visiting  www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 so this 
transformational program can continue to empower 
vulnerable women, men and children, and strengthen 
the communities around them.  

  

 

REFLECTION: 
 

Leaning on the Heart of God 
 

 

I am leaning on the heart of God. 
I am resting there in silence. 

All the turmoil that exhausts me 
is brought to bear on this great love. 

 
No resistance or complaint is heard 

as I lean upon God’s welcome. 
There is gladness for my coming. 

There is comfort for my pain. 
 

I lean, and lean, and lean 
upon this heart that hurts with me. 

Strength lifts the weight of my distress. 
Courage wraps around my troubles. 

 
No miracle of instant recovery. 

No taking away of life’s burdens. 
Yet, there is solace for my soul, 
and refuge for my exiled tears. 

 
It is enough for me to know 
the heart of God is with me, 

full of mercy and compassion, 
tending to the wounds I bear. 

 
Joyce Rupp 

 from ‘Out of the Ordinary’ 

 

 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion

