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Dear parents and students,
Today sees the end of a challenging term for students,
parents and staff. The restrictions that came in to effect as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic have had an impact on
the lives of every member of our community. The
pandemic will continue to effect us for quite some time to
come.
Earlier today, the premier announced that Brunswick West
is one of a group of 10 “hot spot” suburbs where intensive
COVID-19 testing will take place over the next 10 days.
This means that for many of our families there will be a
knock at the door and you will be urged to have a free
test. I can only encourage you to do so. It is the
responsibility of each and every one of us to do our bit to
stop community transference. Getting a test is a perfect
opportunity to be part of stopping the spread.
Whether you are an adult or a child, staying at home when
you are unwell is also an important part of the process. I
have been requesting families to not send unwell children
to school, and I thank you for your cooperation with this. I
came across this article that explains why this is
important. I’d encourage you to have a read.
This afternoon the children were given a Semester 1
Report to take home. The significant disruption to normal
schooling that has been caused by the restrictions has
meant that the normal data collection, assessments, etc.
that we would do have not been possible. As you will see,
this has resulted in the preparation of a very simple report.
There will be an opportunity for you to discuss your child’s
progress with the teacher early next term.

I’d like to say a big thank you to the staff of our school for
all that they have done in the first part of the year.
Towards the end of Term 1, we could see where things
were likely to head in the coming weeks. To their credit,
the staff mobilized and swiftly put plans in place in
readyness for off-site learning. Then, when we returned
after the holidays, they began the daily process of
assisting families with home learning. The teachers
adapted things as time went on, modifying plans when
required. It wasn’t perfect for everyone, but by and large it
worked well for the vast majority of our students. The
teachers then readied themselves for the return to on-site
learning.
These changes were enormous, and I am immensely proud
of how the staff “just got on with it.” I wish all of them a
well earned restful couple of weeks break.
A particular word of thanks as well to the school
leadership. We began this year with a mix of new and
continuing leaders, and some new or changed roles. The
leaders probably had a vision of how their year ahead
would look. That vision is probably now a distant memory.
Their support of myself and the staff in general over the
last term has been invaluable. We have much planned for
the second half of the year, and they will be called upon to
guide and lead staff as we implement some ongoing
changes. I thank them for all they have done, and look
forward to continuing to work with them in the second
half of the year.

Finally, I wish all of families a restful couple of weeks. It
will no doubt be a different mid-year break. It has been a
Letters of Offer have been sent to families seeking to enol tough term, and the break is coming at an ideal time.
a child in prep in 2021. This does not mean though that
What next term looks like remains to be seen (we have
our enrolments are closed. In fact, it’s quite the opposite - been advised that for the time being, we should continue
we are happy to discuss enrolments with any families. You with the current protocols). I will update families over the
may have noticed the “Enrolments Welcome!” sign on the holidays should there be news that I need to share with
school fence on the corner of James St. If you know of a
you all.
family with a child who will be ready for school next year,
feel free to point them towards the sign!
But for now, God Bless and stay safe!
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Wellbeing News
Next term we will introduce our first wellbeing theme for the whole school. Unfortunately with the interruptions of this term we
were not able to have a wellbeing theme however our staff and 5/6 students have voted on a theme for term 3... "Hocus Pocus,
Refocus"
This theme reflects the importance of refocusing our brain for a big term of learning at school. The term kicks of with our
wellbeing day where the students will be able to wear casual clothes and will be introduced to our theme and the basics of our
brain.
Throughout the term we will explore:







Mindfulness
Recognising and managing stress
What is happening in our brain when we learn
Growth mindset
Why brain breaks and brain food is important

We are looking forward to another big term and learning lots of interesting things about ourselves as learners!

Have a fantastic and well deserved school holiday break!

Jackie Fox-Hooper
Student Wellbeing Leader

Key Dates
June
Thu

25th

Fri

26th

End of Term 2
3.20 p.m. finish
Closure Day - Staff Professional
Development Day
July

Mon

13th

Tue - Fri

11th - 14th

Thu - Fri

27th - 28th

Fri

18th

No school for students

Term 3 Commences
Wellbeing Day
August
Yr 5/6 Camp
Closure Days - Staff Conference
No school for students
September
End of Term 3
1.30 p.m. finish

